The Cotonou Declaration on Fungal Conservation

Fourth International Congress on Fungal Conservation

Cotonou, Benin, 3—-7 November 2025

The representatives of conservation organizations, research institutions, Indigenous Peoples,
scientific communities, and institutional partners gathered in Cotonou, Benin reaffirm the urgent
need to address accelerating biodiversity loss and the persistent under-representation of fungi in
global and national environmental agendas. Fungi are an indispensable component of biodiversity
but have been woefully under-researched and under-represented in global conservation efforts.
Over the past decade, several major initiatives have marked a turning point in recognizing their
essential ecological and socio-economic importance. Among them, the Pledge for Fungal
Conservation, launched by the governments of Chile and the UK together with the Fungi Foundation
at the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity [CBD] in 2024, highlights the fundamental
role of fungi in ecosystem functioning and biodiversity conservation and calls for their formal
acknowledgment as an independent biological kingdom in international and national policy arenas.

The International Society for Fungal Conservation [ISFC], established in August 2010, contains
members from more than 60 countries and plays a pivotal role in advancing recognition of fungi and
their conservation needs. The Society brings together diverse stakeholders at international
congresses and works closely with the IUCN Species Survival Commission’s Fungal Conservation
Committee [FunCC] to promote species assessments, develop conservation tools, and support the
integration of fungi into environmental legislation and biodiversity frameworks. By fostering
transdisciplinary collaboration, the ISFC serves as a catalyst for the global fungal conservation
movement, bridging the gap between science, policy, and society.

As ISFC4 attendees, we collectively commit to implementing a set of priority actions aimed at
strengthening conservation of fungi and promoting their sustainable use. We hereby:

Support the ongoing efforts of the FunCC and its specialist groups to coordinate species
assessments, conduct expert training, share data, support mycologists from under-represented
regions, and develop strategic conservation recommendations.

Support scientific projects such the Global Fungal Red List Initiative and Kew Garden's State of the
World’s Fungi reports, and those that demonstrate the transformative power of public participation
such as Fungimap (Australia), Mushroom Observer (USA), and the global iNaturalist platform.

Support the ongoing efforts of the Fungi Foundation regarding the CBD Fungal Conservation Pledge.

Encourage government signatories of the Pledge for Fungal Conservation to champion the upcoming
Global Strategy for Fungal Conservation — an essential roadmap for supporting KMGBF (Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework) implementation — to ensure that concrete measures for
fungal protection are integrated into National Biodiversity Strategies and Action Plans and that
fungal conservation is firmly embedded within global and national governance frameworks.

Call for national, regional and international fungal observatories, reference collections, and genetic
databases to include information about associated organisms, and ensure open-access platforms,
such as GBIF, maximise information sharing and harmonization.

Call for the safeguarding and promotion of Indigenous and local traditional knowledge and its
intergenerational transmission, and of the sustainable use of fungi to support physical, social and
emotional well-being and community development.

We hereby adopt this declaration to guide and strengthen collective action for fungal protection and
sustainable use. We call on states, international organizations, research institutions, donors, local
communities, and civil societies to recognize the urgency of protecting fungi and their habitats, to
support the commitments set forth herein, and to work together to implement them effectively.



